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Log Line 
A one hour documentary focusing on gays and lesbians starting a family through adoption 
through the lens of the filmmaker's own journey to parenthood. 
 
Brief Synopsis 
Following the filmmaker s recent journey into parenthood, CONCEIVING FAMILY focuses on gay 
and lesbian couples that have chosen adoption to create their families. Against the odds, facing 
discrimination and issues of legitimacy, these couples are driven by the hope that they will, one 
day, share their love with the child they were meant to bring home.   
 
Full Synopsis 
CONCEIVING FAMILY takes us inside the lives of five gay and lesbian couples who show the 
bravery, determination, and humor it takes to rise above the legal systems, societal prejudices, 
and personal fears inherent in starting a family through adoption. 
 
CONCEIVING FAMILY director/producer Amy Bohigian and her partner Jane Byers are an 
American/Canadian couple that adopt biracial 15 month-old twins, Franny and Theo. Their 
journey to becoming a family is laden with challenges, including confronting the Christian 
Fundamentalist foster parents who express fear that the children they ve cared for since birth will 
now, “grow up to be gay” with parents who are “going to hell for their sins.” After being required to 
live together for two weeks during the kids  transition they begin to transcend their differences 
through a shared love for the twins. 
 
Long-term partners Jan and Lindsey found their twin baby girls at a Romanian orphanage, only to 
have one come close to dying shortly after arriving at her new home. Twenty years later, having 
fought in the courts to both be legitimized as legal parents, they find themselves as foster parents 
to a baby boy with whom they become so connected they chose to adopt him and his older sister 
to keep them together. This initiates a whole new round of parenting as they enter their sixties. 
 
Daryl and Ian decorated the nursery and bought a minivan in preparation for their new baby s 
arrival only to have the birth family reverse their decision because they had second thoughts 
about a same-sex couple. When their social worker calls again, they find themselves holding their 
breath and then, their four hour-old baby boy, Oliver, at the hospital nursery one week later.  
 
Colleen and Tammy are seasoned foster parents, so when Kelly came to them as a sick baby 
they knew it would be heart wrenching to let her go. Despite their immediate connection to Kelly, 
they return to her native community to reunite her with her birth family. Here, Kelly s birth mother 
laments her past mistakes having caused the baby harm during pregnancy and makes the 
difficult choice to support Colleen and Tammy as Kelly s new adoptive parents.  
 
Like most gay men looking to start a family, Jim and Ted researched surrogacy, but were daunted 
by the cost. When they saw the video of five year-old Damien at an adoption event, they became 
convinced they were going to be his parents. Jim must then confront his self-image as a good 
Catholic boy  and show his devoutly religious mom that his new family is as normal as it gets.  
 
Combining personal interviews, home video archives, and on location footage, CONCEIVING 
FAMILY tells the essential and intimate collective story of what it takes to become a family when it 
doesn t happen by accident.  
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